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The protagonist of Rooftop: Review and heraudenmum._
also double as the supporting cast on the terrace of her Tilak
Magar home. The ance was a part of Paralle!

perform a
play that delves into the lives of people across different cities.
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araliel Citles
erformance
! Bt alibrary in
Utrecht, The
l Metherlands.

by Barsali Bhattacharyya  Tha 15th Bharat Rang Mahotsav brings an offsite

ENTRAL Delhi looks stun-
ning from the 15th flooron a
ecold winter evening, The city
lights twinkle bright several
hundred feet below and the
sound of passing traffic is
borne up by the chilly wind. A visually

llﬂpﬂl't‘E'Ii WOman S5
nearby and speaks about
her life in this sprawling city.

This is a play unlike any other
vou have ever seen. The blind
woman is the protagonist, the
rooftop is the stage, and the
audience unknowingly slip into
the shoes of the supporting cast.
There is no seript, free Mow of
conversation marks the course
of the performance.

Titled Roaflap: Repiewr, the play
iz part of a four-piece theatrical
performance called ‘Parallel
Citles', curated by director Stefan
Haeg from Germany and interdis-
ciplinary artist Lola Arias from
Argentina. After travelling to
Berlin, Buenos Alres, Warsaw,
Zurich and Kolkata ‘Parallel
Cities' rides to Delhi on the back

— .

Tilak Marg are the

of the 15th Bharat Rang Mahot-
say, the annual theatre festival of
the Mational School of Drama
(NS0

Trie b0 the beliefl that all the
world's a stage, this performance
takes place all over the city. The
four pieces vary in fiorrm - some are
for the ears, and some for the eyes,

The Mational Archlves Library on

Janpath, Belect Citywalk shop-
ping mall in Saket, the NSD cam-
pus and a rooftop on

venuas which will
host thiz unique
experiment.
*Libraries,

This
is a play unlike
any other, The blind
shopping malls JEE Ty F T T

theatrical experiment that will prod you to
look at familiar public spaces differently

components of city life. They are
ommipresent in every city across
the wrorld and are the best stages
to ohserve Ehe theatre of life”, says
Eneqd. “For mee, theatre is a tool for
understanding society, Our per-
formers are ot professionals - but
common people from the city we
ard performing in. In the ease of
Drelhi. Priti Prakash Prajapati, a
talented singer and professor of
Hindi at. Lady Shriram College, is
the sole protagonist of
Roaflon: Revien:,”
While the essential
objective is always
to observe society,
as the perform-
anee moves from

and campuses hmmhuﬁﬂm,ﬂ El,]r"lt.é:uth{?rl Ly I:htﬁ

are uninterest-

ing yet cogent [T pdM 0] p= i a= ka1 Ml ideas are suit-

ably contextualised. “In India.
public spaces are crovwded and it
1% hard to feel lonely, Our work
helps people convert these spaces
into platforms to express them-
selves betler”, he adds.

A welsome break frodn GUr Peg-
lar, routine-bound and detached
urban existence, ‘Parallel Citles’
offers a different perspective on
the spaces we inhabit. The
faintest sound is heard and the
slightest pesture i= noticed. In the
end, although you have only been
reading at the library or wralking
through the mall or sitting on a
rooftop, the c:{||:u:~rim-:--: AppEars
almost magical. You will surely
reflect on it for a longg time.

‘Porallel Cilies Delid 2003765
ot EEL Jaere, TE To rersler gons
paee, ol +81 05822972459

A PAINT
ROVING

'.r Uma Nair

HIS trademark beret perched
on his hend and a Sabyasachi
stale canelessly thrown over his
shoulder, Paresh Maity could
pass for a character out of
Bhakespeare’s Merchant of
Venrioe ag he gives an exchisive
preview of his “Venetian Ody-
saey” that opens at Art Alive on
January 28,

“When I went to London look-
lnu.' HL ‘L]'.IE' mur]-us of .]']'-'I:'lr‘- Tu.r




